Example of leisure programme for group interested in coming to Edinburgh to attend the Edinburgh Military Tattoo.  Programme based on a duration of 5 days / 4 nights.


Background to the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo
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With its unique blend of music, ceremony, entertainment and theatre, and set against the magnificent backdrop of the Edinburgh Castle, the Edinburgh Military Tattoo is one of the world’s greatest shows. Each year about 217,000 people attend the Tattoo, while another 100 million watch it on television.
The Tattoo presents a host of international performers, military and civilian. Bands of all sizes and description have been joined, for example, by dancers, steel bands, flag-wavers, drill teams, zulus, camels, elephants, cavalry, motorcyclists, and police dogs. But at the heart of every Tattoo’s universal appeal is the stirring sight and sound of the massed pipes and drums from the Scottish regiments.

The Tattoo is set against the spectacular backdrop of Edinburgh Castle.

The Tattoo takes places for three weeks in August with 1 performance per night from Monday to Friday and 2 performances on a Saturday night.  There are no Sunday performances. 
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Itinerary

Day 1 – Arrival & Introduction to Edinburgh

Arrival of the group at Edinburgh Airport where theywill be welcomed to Scotland by their guide and driver.  Direct transfer into the city centre where lunch will be arranged in a local restaurant.

During the course of the afternoon, guests will enjoy a panoramic tour of the city.

Edinburgh is really two towns in the one city.  There is the Old Town, which is medieval in appearance and is full of high “tenement” buildings with their narrow alleyways which lead into small courtyards behind.  The Old Town is the original Edinburgh, but as the population grew, the need for expansion beyond the original city walls was required, and the New Town was developed in the 1800s.  The New Town is Georgian in appearance with elegant town houses with private gardens and classic crescents.  The New Town was originally intended for the rich inhabitants of Edinburgh and for the incoming businesses.
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After our tour, we transfer to our hotel for check in.

Dinner and overnight to be arranged at the hotel.
Day 2 – Exploring Edinburgh’s Old Town

Following breakfast, we depart from our hotel so that we can explore Edinburgh’s Old Town in more detail.  This is best done on foot so that we can explore the small alleyways and closes which line the Royal Mile.

Our first visit of the day will to the St. Giles Cathedral.

A prominent feature of the Edinburgh skyline, St. Giles' Cathedral or the High Kirk of Edinburgh is a Church of Scotland place of worship decorating the midpoint of the Royal Mile with its highly distinctive hollow-crown tower. The church has been one of Edinburgh's religious focal points for approximately 900 years.  One of the most interesting corners of the church is the Thistle Chapel.  Built in 1909-11, to commemorate the Knights of the Most Ancient and Noble Order of the Thistle, the carved Gothic-style stalls have canopies topped with the helms and arms of the 16 knights.  The Order of the Thistle represents the highest honour in Scotland, and it is second only in precedence to the Order of the Garter.
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We then continue to make our way up the Royal Mile before arriving at Edinburgh Castle.  

No visit to the city would be complete without a visit to the Castle during which time guests will be able to view the Honours of Scotland (the Scottish Crown Jewels), the Stone of Destiny and St. Margaret’s Chapel, the oldest part of the castle dating back to the 10th century.
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The afternoon will be free so that guests can enjoy the delights of Edinburgh at their own leisure.  For the culturally minded, the city is home to a number of museums and art galleries.  We would suggest a visit to the National Gallery of Scotland.

Designed by William Playfair, the National Gallery is an imposing classical building dating from the 1850s.  It houses an important collection of European art from 15th century Renaissance to 19th century post-impressionist.  The section dedicated to Scottish art includes portraits by Allan Ramsay and Sir Henry Raeburn, rural scenes by Sir David Wilkie and impressionistic landscapes by William MacTaggart.
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Dinner & overnight in our hotel.

Day 3 – Stirling / Culross / Edinburgh Tattoo

Following breakfast, we depart from Edinburgh and journey westwards towards Stirling.  

A visit will be made to the impressive Stirling Castle.  Sat high on its rocky outcrop above the town of Stirling, the Castle was once the seat of the Stuart Kings and was where Mary Queen of Scots was born.   Lying north of the Forth River and with clear view in all directions, Stirling was a favoured residence of Scottish Kings and Queens as they had the security of being able to see approaching armies.
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Lunch will be arranged close to the castle before we make our way to Bannockburn.

Bannockburn was the site of the famous battle in 1314 when Robert the Bruce, Kings of Scots defeated the English army of Edward II.  During our visit, we will be able to walk over the battlefield and explore the exhibition within the heritage centre.
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We then depart from the Stirling area and journey towards the Royal Burgh of Culross.  The Royal Burgh of Culross is quite unique – a fabulous example of a town that time has passed by.  Culross is the most complete example in Scotland today of a 17th / 18th century burgh.
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We then return to Edinburgh for an early dinner at the hotel before we attend the famous Military Tattoo in the evening.  The performance will last approx. 1hr30.
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Return to our hotel for overnight accommodation.

Day 4 – Scone Palace / Glenturret Distillery / Dunfermline

Today we depart Edinburgh and journey northwards towards the town of Perth where a visit will be arranged to Scone Palace.

Scone Palace lies on the ancient crowning place of the Scottish Kings.  It was here that the Stone of Destiny (now in Edinburgh Castle) marked the very spot, where the first kings of Scotland were crowned.  In the Middle Ages it was the site of a monastery and since 16th century this has been the ancestral home of the Earls of Mansfield.  Famous for its beautiful architecture and it unique collection of ivories and porcelain, the Palace is a gem of a noble dwelling of today.
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Following our visit to Scone, we journey westwards towards the town of Crieff where lunch and an afternoon visit will be arranged at Glenturret Distillery.

Glenturret Distillery is the oldest distillery in Scotland, dating back to 1775, and which still continues to produce its own malt whisky.  In 2002 Glenturret became the “home” of the Famous Grouse, a blended whisky that does include some of the Glenturret malt.
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We then commence our return journey towards Edinburgh, detouring via Dunfermline where a visit could be made to its Abbey.

Dunfermline Abbey is the remains of a great Benedictine abbey founded by Queen Margaret in the 11th century.  Robert the Bruce was buried in the choir, now the site of the present parish church.  Substantial parts of the Abbey building remain, including the vast refectory. Next to the Abbey is the ruin of the Royal Palace rebuilt from the guest house of the monastery in the 16th century for James VI and his Queen.  This was the birthplace of Charles I, the last monarch born in Scotland.
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Dinner & overnight at our hotel in Edinburgh.

Day 5 – South Queensferry

Our final morning will be spent visiting one of Scotland’s great houses – Hopetoun House.

Hopetoun has been the home of the Earls of Hopetoun, later created Marquesses of Linlithgow, since it was built in 1699 and part of the House is still lived in today by the present Marquess and his family.  Situated just outside Edinburgh, the House is set in 150 acres of rolling parkland with extensive woodland walks, breathtaking visits on the River Forth and a deer park.  It is one of the most splendid examples of the work of Scottish architects Sir William Bruce, William Adam and his sons John and Robert.
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From here, we will journey into the heart of South Queensferry where lunch will be arranged at a restaurant which over looks the Forth Rail and Road Bridges.

The Forth Rail Bridge is a well known local landmark that has dominated the local view since it was opened in 1890 by the Prince of Wales. The one and a half mile bridge dealt with fifty thousand trains in its first year alone and has never looked back since.   Opened on the 4th of September 1964, the Forth Road Bridge connected North and South Queensferry replacing the regular ferry service that had stood for 800 years.  When work began in 1958, the bridge being nicknamed the ‘Highway in the Sky’ as it was, at the time, Europe’s longest suspension bridge at one and a half miles long.
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After lunch, we then transfer to Edinburgh Airport for our return flight home.

