Background to Proposal

Clients requested a 4 day / 3 night mini break for 2 couples wishing to explore Scotland’s Whisky Trail.



Accommodation Suggestions

Scotland’s Whisky Trail is located towards the Northeast of Scotland so suitable accommodation could be located anywhere to the east or near vicinity of Inverness and it would still allow them easy access to the distilleries.  Accommodation options to consider would be:

Craigellachie Hotel, Craigellachie



In the Heart of Whisky Country
One couldn't envisage a more idyllic setting for a hotel than that which has been enjoyed by the Craigellachie since 1893.  Located within the beautiful village of the same name, at the confluence of the Fiddich and the Spey rivers, the Craigellachie Hotel offers the rare opportunity to savour the style and elegance of a by-gone era, combined with all the comforts of a first-class hotel.  With the famous Spey Walk in front providing some of the most majestic, uninterrupted views over forest, river and mountains and a wide range of activities, the Craigellachie is truly a haven of Highland hospitality set in spectacular countryside.  Guests can enjoy a drink in the internationally famous Quaich Bar, home to one of the largest displays of malt whisky in the world – lining the walls are no less than 700 single malt whiskies, all available for guests to enjoy!
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Aviemore Highlands Hotel, Aviemore
             Resort in the foothills of the Cairngorms

Located within the Aviemore Highlands Resort, the Highlands Hotel is a 4 star property (151 rooms) that has been redesigned to offer a contemporary style, whilst still maintaining a Scottish flavour to the hotel.  The Highlands Hotel offers a stylish restaurant which was magnificent views towards the Cairngorm Mountains.  Within the resort, guests are free to use the fantastic leisure facilities, shop in the upmarket shopping complex or enjoy a drink in one of the bars in any of the other properties on site.
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Knockomie, Forres





Charming Country House Hotel

Knockomie is a new generation of Scottish Highland Hotel. Providing friendly, honest and unstuffy service, the hotel is located in the picturesque town of Forres, approximately 20 minutes from Inverness airport.  Set in private grounds, the hotel boasts 15 individually decorated rooms, creating a unique experience for each guest. Renowned for its fine Scottish food, the Knockomie boasts a formal restaurant, serving traditional Scottish cuisine of the highest quality. The very best of local produce is complemented by an extensive fine wine list and the bar also boasts a comprehensive selection of malt whiskies with which to round off a relaxing evening.
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Locations of Hotels
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    Rough area known as Whisky Country
Possible Distilleries / Whisky Related Venues Visit

Glenfiddich Distillery

Located in the heart of the Highlands, Glenfiddich dates from 1886 when it was first established in this wonderful landscape, surrounded by forests, the ruins of a medieval castle and a natural spring.  Legend has it that the distillery was built by the founder, William Grant and his nine children with their bare hands, and that the first Glenfiddich spirit ran from the stills on Christmas Day 1887.  A tour of Glenfiddich differs from other distilleries in that the bottling plant is also on site, so guests can witness every step of the whisky making process from start to bottling.
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Macallan Distillery

Sat high on a hill overlooking the River Spey, with magnificent views across to Ben Rinnes, The Macallan Visitor Centre nestles within the glorious Easter Elchies Estate at Craigellachie.  Here visitors can take a guided whisky tour and discover the extraordinary care and attention to quality that lies behind the legendary Single Malt whisky.  The regular tour takes in the full production process followed by the Warehouse 7 visit, where 'The Story of Oak' is told, bringing to life the vital role played by our exceptional oak casks in developing the distinctive character of The Macallan Single Malt Whisky. 
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Cardhu Distillery

In 1811 John and Helen Cumming sited their first still at Cardow Farm on Mannoch Hill, high above the River Spey. At this location, spring water, naturally softened by rising up through a layer of peat, bubbled from the ground. It is alleged that Helen Cumming distilled the first gallon of Cardhu, the only malt whisky to be pioneered by a woman.   Cardhu has made a unique contribution to the success of Johnnie Walker Blends having been acquired by the Johnnie Walker Board in 1893.  However, as well as its input into the award winning range of Johnnie Walker blended whiskies, Cardhu still remains a luxury single malt whisky from Speyside. It is produced in limited quantities by a deliberately slow distillation process, and matured for 12 years in specially selected oak casks. It may take longer than many malts to reach fruition, but it is time well spent, as can be judged by Cardhu's exceptionally smooth and mellow character. 
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Speyside Cooperage

The Speyside Cooperage is the largest independent working cooperage in Britain and is owned and run by the Taylor family.  They are suppliers of all sizes of used casks to the drinks trade world-wide, and specialists in whisky, bourbon, sherry, port & Madeira casks.  The large workshop at the cooperage contains a cask rejuvenation plant where visitors can see the crafts men reconditioning old and spent casks.  Guests will also have the opportunity to build a demonstration cask, when they will learn that cask building is not as easy as it looks!  A visit to the cooperage offers visitors an insight into the manufacture of one of the key components in whisky making.
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Dallas Dhu Distillery

Dallas Dhu Distillery was built in 1898-9 on the estate of Alexander Edward of Sanquhar by a whisky blending company, Wright and Grieg Ltd. Their main blend was called Roderick Dhu and sold well in the 1880s and 1890s, especially in India, Australia and New Zealand. Dallas Dhu’s fortunes fluctuated over the years before ceasing production in the early 1980s.  At that time, the importance of distilling to Scotland's heritage was becoming more widely recognised, and Historic Scotland, a government authority responsible for the preservation of historical buildings, decided to take over the care and preservation of the distillery.  
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Dallas Dhu is not a working distillery, but a visit can be extremely interesting as visitors are able to see key elements of the distilling process in more detail as they tour the buildings.  Each guest is given their own audio handset which provides a running commentary as they tour the distillery so they are able to move through the rooms at their own pace.  With the distillery not being in production, visitors are able to see areas that are usually out of bounds to visitors – the malting barn where the barley was germinated and to the bonded warehouses where barrels were stored under license from the government.  As with all distilleries, the tour returns visitors to the visitor centre where a welcoming dram of whisky awaits.
Locations of Distilleries
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