BACKGROUND TO PROPOSAL:

Itinerary created for 4 French guests who had expressed an interest in a luxury whisky-related programme whilst enjoying other leisure activities en-route.  Programme was based around 1 night in Edinburgh followed by 2 nights in Inverness.



ACCOMMODATION SUGGESTIONS

EDINBURGH – 1 night

The Balmoral Hotel (5*)
The Balmoral is one of Edinburgh’s most prestigious 5-star hotels.  Situated in the very heart of the city at the east end of Princes Street it commands magnificent views to the castle and the historic Old Town.  Its 182 rooms are all well-appointed, combining traditional elegance with all modern amenities.  The hotel has a choice of restaurants, Hadrians and No. 1, as well as 2 bars, the Bollinger Bar at Palm Court and the Balmoral Bar.  
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Hotel Missoni (5*)
Edinburgh was the first location in the work to open its doors to a brand new luxury product – the Missoni Hotel.  Owned and operated by the Italian fashion house, the hotel is of course decorated in their most recognisable style.  The hotel is home to a total of 136 luxury bedrooms and due to its location in the heart of Edinburgh’s Old Town, many of the rooms enjoy fabulous views over the rest of the city.  
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INVERNESS – 2 nights

Glenmoriston Town House Hotel (4*)

Sitting on the banks of the River Ness, the Glenmoriston Town House Hotel is a scenic retreat just one mile from Inverness Castle. Guestrooms feature dark wood furnishings and have warm decors of earthy tones with complementing fabrics. The hotel has two restaurants: Contrast Brasserie serving lighter meals in a more relaxed environment and for a more formal dining experience, Abstract serves fine French cuisine made from fresh local produce served in warm contemporary surroundings accompanied by a list of fine wines. Guests can retire to the hotel's bar for cocktails or enjoy a malt whisky by the lobby fireplace.  
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SUGGESTED PROGRAMME
DAY 1
Arrival of the guests at Edinburgh Airport around 08.40hrs where they will be welcomed by their guide.  Transfer into Edinburgh on board a traditional-style black taxi for their introductory tour of the city.  The taxi can accommodate a maximum of 5 passengers – 3 facing forwards, 2 facing backwards.  
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During the course of the morning, the guests will see the key sights of the city as well as enjoy a visit to Edinburgh Castle.
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Following their visit to the Castle, transfer to the Scotch Malt Whisky Society, a private members club for whisky enthusiasts.  Here, lunch will be arranged before the guests enjoy an indepth discussion on whisky and enjoy sampling up to 5 exclusive malts.  The whiskies served at the SMWS are bottled directly from the cask (without any water being added to ensure parity of taste between barrels) – the whisky is therefore unique to that cask and has a higher percentage of alcohol that in regular shop bought whiskies.
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Later, transfer from the SMWS to their chosen hotel.

In the evening, a private visit would be arranged to the Scotch Whisky Experience, where guests would have the opportunity of taking a tour of the exhibition prior to arriving in the Diageo Claive Vidiz Collection where they will learn some more about the largest collection of whisky in the world as well as enjoy a dram or two of whisky (although sadly not from the collection!!!).
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Guests would then make their way next door to The Witchery restaurant where dinner would be arranged for them.  The Witchery could probably be described as Edinburgh’s most unique restaurant in terms of décor but it certainly rates highly amongst the top restaurants in the city as far as cuisine is concerned.
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DAY 2
Departing from Edinburgh, the guests will start their journey towards Inverness.  
Their initial destination will be the small village of Dunkeld where the guests will meet up with their Ghillie who will then take them by landrover onto a private estate to a secluded natural loch where a morning of fishing (wild brown trout) will be arranged.  Two boats will be available at the loch so the gents can fish from the boat rather than just from the loch-side.  Two ghillies will be present to offer any / all assistance necessary to the gents.
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Full instruction will be given so regardless of whether the gents have fished before or not, the ghillies will be on hand to ensure that the guests get the most enjoyment from their fishing experience.  A sumptuous buffet lunch will be arranged for the guests at the nearby rustic fishing lodge.  This will be an opportunity for the gents to take a step away from modern-day life and enjoy being in the midst of the countryside for a few hours.

In the afternoon, the guests will continue their journey towards Inverness.  En-route, they will pass various distilleries, such as Edradour (the smallest distillery in Scotland), Blair Athol or Dalwhinnie (reputed to be Scotland’s highest distillery).
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Later, arrival into Inverness and check-in at the Glenmoriston Town House Hotel.

For this evening, we would propose arranging dinner for the guests at the Chez Roux Restaurant at Rocpool Reserve.  Tucked away inside a boutique hotel, Chez Roux was the first Scottish venture of celebrated chef Albert Roux.  The menu, overseen by Albert Roux, offers classic French fare whilst utilising the best of the local Scottish produce.
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DAY 3

Departing from their hotel in Inverness, the guests will make the short journey eastwards towards Nairn from where they will depart on a panoramic helicopter flight (4-seater)  over Inverness and the surrounding area.
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Taking off from Nairn you will fly over some of the best scenery to be found anywhere in the country. Almost immediately you will have a panoramic view over the historic city of Inverness. The route includes Cawdor Castle, The Historic Culloden Viaduct and Battlefield site. Then onto Inverness City with stunning views over the Moray Firth and Kessock Bridge, Black Isle, Munlochy Bay & Chanonry Point, giving you a fantastic opportunity to see the dolphins from a different angle. The flight will continue over Loch Ness where guests will see sights such as Urquhart Castle and the Great Glen.  Flying back past Inverness, the impressive military fortress of Fort George comes into view before our return over Nairn, the championship golf courses and stunning beaches.
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Following their return to Nairn, guests will travel the short distance to Forres, where lunch will be arranged for them in the charming Knockomie House Hotel.  
Renowned for its fine Scottish food, the Knockomie boasts a formal restaurant which serves traditional Scottish cuisine of the highest quality.
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After lunch, guests will continue on their journey towards Glenfiddich Distillery where they will be invited to participate in a Pioneer Tour.

This is a detailed, in-depth tour lasting a full 3 hours and focusing on the pioneering spirit of William Grant & Sons Distillers both past and present.   Commencing with a presentation on their History & Heritage, the host will then take guests on a tour of the distillery including warehouse 1, which is one of the original buildings constructed by William Grant.  The tour then continues to our Solera warehouse where you will be in the company of some of our oldest maturing casks and where the gents will be able to fill, label, and sign their own 20cl bottle of cask strength Glenfiddich spirit straight from a cask.  Guests will then be invited to partake in a detailed tutored nosing and tasting of 6 Glenfiddich Single Malts, ranging from the 12 year old up to the 30 year old.
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For the gent’s final evening in Scotland, we would suggest arranging dinner for them in Abstract Restaurant at the Glenmoriston Hotel.  However, we would propose reserving the Chef’s Table for them.  The table is situated next to the Pass where the chefs put the finishing touches to the dishes.  This offers a fascinating view of a busy kitchen at work.  An 8-course tasting menu is available at the Chef’s Table with each course explained by Chef Bruce Morrison or one of his colleagues.
DAY 4 

Following breakfast, departure from Inverness and start of the return journey towards Edinburgh.  The initial destination for the gents will be Blair Castle Estate where the gents will embark on a landrover tour of the estate.  
Hosted by people who live on the estate and have a life time of experience working with the land and the wildlife, the safaris are designed to allow guests to see some of Scotland’s wildlife in their natural habitats – sightings could include red deer, golden eagle, salmon, red squirrel, otter, black and red grouse.
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A half day safari will be planned for the gents.  Lasting up to 2.5hrs, this safari will take them 

within sight of at least one key species, passing through areas rich in natural beauty and historic

significance.

Lunch can either take the form of a picnic to be enjoyed whilst the guests are up in the hills or a light lunch could be arranged at a nearby country pub / hotel before continuing their journey to Edinburgh.

Based on current flight schedules, the guests would need to check-in at Edinburgh Airport by 15.30hrs for the return flight to Paris at 17.30hrs.
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