Some Facts About Scotland
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Scotland has some 790 islands - 130 inhabited. There are over 600 square miles of fresh water lochs - one of the most famous is Loch Ness where a mysterious monster is said to lurk in the depths of the water. 

It is also famous for its clans, kilts, medieval castles, and, of course, its whisky.

Thousands of theatre lovers from around the world come to Edinburgh every summer for its world famous international festival

Famous Scots include: William Wallace (Braveheart), Walter Scott, Robert Louis Stevenson, Arthur Conan Doyle, David Hume and the actor Sean Connery. [image: image16.jpg]



Famous Scottish musicians  include Annie Lennox, Wet Wet Wet, Travis and Simple Minds.

Edinburgh Scotland’s capital was the first city in the world which had its own fire-brigade. 

Edinburgh, like Rome, was built on seven hills.

Edinburgh Based Incentive Programme

Day 1
Guests arrive at Edinburgh Airport where they are met by their language guide who will accompany them to their executive coach to transfer to their city centre hotel. 
Pre-dinner drinks & canapés, followed by dinner in a private room.

Day 2
After breakfast set off to discover Edinburgh.
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Edinburgh, the beautiful capital city of Scotland is situated amongst green volcanic hills and its earliest settlement was on the castle rock itself, overlooking the city and surrounding area.  The Old Town of today grew up around the castle walls and in the 18th century the Georgian New Town was designed and built by eminent architects.


While in the past Edinburgh was the focal point of the Scottish enlightenment, today the lively cultural life of the city continues with the world famous Edinburgh International Festival and Fringe, the Scottish National and Chamber Orchestras, the Galleries and Museums and three thriving universities, not to mention the city’s newest attractions – the former royal yacht Britannia and Dynamic Earth, the world’s very first geological museum.
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A visit to Edinburgh would not be complete without seeing The Castle – this landmark dates back over 900 years and today houses the splendid Scottish Crown Jewels and the Famous Stone of Destiny upon which Scottish monarchs were once crowned.  Your guide will regale you with stories of bloodthirsty sieges and executions and also the sad, romantic history of Mary Queen of Scots.

Lunch in one of the city centre’s excellent restaurants.  For example, Howie’s Waterloo.

Situated in Waterloo Place at the foot of one of the city’s best known landmarks, Calton Hill, is Howie’s Waterloo.  The traditional exterior of the building conceals a wonderful oasis of simple elegance and excellent food.
After lunch continue exploring the city, or time for shopping.

[image: image10.jpg]Rip



Dinner this evening in the heart of Edinburgh’s elegant Georgian New Town at Stac Polly.

Stac Polly, from which it takes its name is a magnificent mountain on Scotland’s west coast and here décor reflects the heather clad hills and creates an air of intimacy.  The strength of the menu is its originality which takes full advantage of Scotland’s glorious larder to provide exciting interpretations of modern and traditional Scottish cuisine.

Day 3
After breakfast set off from the hotel for Royal Glamis.
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Seat of the Earls of Strathmore and Kinghorne, Glamis Castle has been a Royal residence since 1372 and was the childhood home of Her Majesty the late Queen Mother and birth place of Princess Margaret Rose.  Perhaps the most beautiful of Scottish castle it is built of re sandstone with turrets, towers and chimneys.  It is said to be haunted by the ghost of Lady Glamis, burnt as a witch by James ”V”.
The Castle is open to the public from Easter to October, but we can make your party feel very special by giving them VIP treatment.  Welcomed on arrival by a representative of the Earl they will be ushered into a private room (the 16th century kitchen)  for tea/coffee and shortbread followed by a private tour of the Royal Appartments

Lunch at Murrayhall en route back to the hotel.
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Early evening transfer out of Edinburgh for a very special experience – a private, out of hours visit to Rosslyn Chapel.
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Dating back to the 15th century Rosslyn Chapel has been the focus of many special quests throughout the centuries, and is thought by many to house a number of long lost secrets deep within its vaults: the Ark of the Covenant, the mummified head of Christ and even the Holy Grail. 

History, myth and legend  are all intertwined in the tales about Rosslyn.
The Chapel is renowned for its wealth of intricate carvings and sculptures depicting biblical stories, the most notable of which is the “Apprentice Pillar”.  The carving of this pillar is of such exquisite craftsmanship, it is said that the Master Stonemason killed the apprentice in a fit of jealousy!  Intriguingly, there are also carvings of plants from the Americas which pre-date Columbus.

More recently, Rosslyn Chapel has attracted a great deal of attention thanks to Dan Brown’s blockbuster  “The Da Vinci Code”.  

Guests will be offered a glass of Champagne while they learn some of the chapel’s secrets.

From Rosslyn, transfer into Edinburgh for dinner at the Dome.
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Late evening return to the hotel.
Day 4
Set of from Edinburgh driving west to legendary Loch Lomond, Britain’s largest inland stretch of water which is studded with numerous islands and surrounded by an area closely associated with Rob Roy MacGregor.  Today guests enjoy the spectacular scenery from a private cruise boat.
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Lunch in the Loch Lomond area, then visit Glengoyne Distillery.  Idylically  situated at the foot of the Campsie fells,  Glengoyne is probably Scotland’s most beautiful Distillery producing a subtle, complex whisky in which all of the delicate flavours are freely allowed to express themselves.
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During an informative tour of the distillery guests will learn all about the whisky distilling process and have an opportunity to sample the end product before returning to Edinburgh.
This evening transfer into East Lothian for dinner at beautiful Gosford House.
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Recently renovated Gosford is the seat of the Earls of Wemyss & March and one ofthe last great architectural commissions of Robert Adams.  The house dominates the 5,000 acres of beautiful coast and parkland estate which offers views back across the Forth to Edinburgh and the Castle. 

The two tier Marble Hall with its Italian influences offers the WOW factor with its double staircase, elaborate fireplaces, colonnades and superb collection of art work and with the ability to access balconies to the front and rear of the building this allows for large free flowing receptions.  The dining room can hold up to 120 guests for formal dinners.
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Guests are welcomed on arrival by a kilted pipr and offered drinksin the stunning marble hallway, ten a Scottish temed banquet is served in the dining room.

Dinner might also include the famous « Address to the Haggis »
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This is a  traditional ceremony associated with Scotland’s national poet, Robert Burns.   At any Scottish dinner where haggis is being served, it is customary for the haggis to be piped into the room carried aloft by the chef.  Once in place, the haggis is “addressed” by one of the performers reciting the famous Address the Haggis.  The poem is humorous with lots of actions and sets the tone admirably for a relaxed and enjoyable evening.
To end the evening on a high note, the ceremony of “Beating Retreat” on the lawn.

This military tradition is performed by a full pipe band in regimental uniform.  Performed at the close of day to call the troops to barracks this provides an excellent finale to a special evening.  The band will march and play rousing refrains and plaintive laments.  The ceremony always takes place outside, often floodlit and lasts approximately 10/15 minutes.  At the end of play the coaches are on cue to transfer your party back to their hotel.
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Day 5
Time TBC transfer to the airport for the departure flight.
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