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Background to Proposal

Sample itinerary for a 6 day touring programme through Scotland concentrating on the cultural aspects of the country.



Map of the Proposed Route
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Programme

Day 1 - Glasgow

Group arrive at Glasgow airport met by guide and driver.

We make our way into the city centre of Glasgow where we make a panoramic tour of the city.  During our time in Glasgow, a visit will be arranged to Glasgow Cathedral, a superb example of Gothic architecture and the only medieval church on the Scottish mainland to remain untouched during the turbulent Reformation period in Scotland.
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Lunch taken in a local city centre restaurant.
During the afternoon, a visit will be made to the House for an Art Lover, a building which dates back to just the 1990s, but was built to the plans drawn up in the 1900s by the celebrated Glasgow architect, Charles Rennie Mackintosh. 
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Overnight & dinner to be arranged in a Glasgow city hotel.
Day 2 – Glasgow / Peebles / Edinburgh

We check out of our hotel after a hearty Scottish breakfast and make our way to Pollock Park where we visit Pollock House.  This is an impressive 18th century mansion, filled with wonderful collections of Spanish art, antique furniture, silverware and ceramics, and was the house of Sir John Stirling Maxwell, a founder member of the National Trust for Scotland.

[image: image4.jpg]



Lunch will be arranged in the House.
In the afternoon, we journey into the Scottish Borders, passing through the delightful town of Peebles as we make our way to Innerleithen, where a visit will be arranged to Traquair.  Traquair is the oldest continually inhabited house in Scotland.  The House dates from the 10th century and the family have always been strong believers in the Scottish Crown.  The Bear Gates will remain closed until a Stuart returns to the throne.
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We will then travel northwards toward Edinburgh and to our accommodation for this evening.
Dinner and overnight to be arranged in Edinburgh,

Day 3 - Edinburgh
This morning we make a panoramic tour of Edinburgh.  The city is in fact made up of two towns – the medieval Old Town with its high buildings and narrow alleyways and the New Town with its elegant Georgian town houses and classical crescents.
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During the course of the morning, a visit will be made to Edinburgh Castle.  No visit to the city would be complete without a visit to the Castle during which time guests will be able to view the Honours of Scotland (the Scottish Crown Jewels), the Stone of Destiny and St. Margaret’s Chapel, the oldest part of the castle dating back to the 10th century.
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In the afternoon, further exploration of the Old Town would be proposed, including a visit to The Writer’s Museum.  This is a delightful small museum which honours Scotland’s three greatest writers – Robert Burns, Sir Walter Scott and Robert Louis Stevenson.  
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For this evening, dinner could be arranged at one of the restaurants in the centre of Edinburgh.
Return to the hotel after dinner.

Day 4 – Perth / Inverness

This morning we make our way north towards Perth where a visit will be arranged to Scone Palace.  Scone is the ancestral home of the Earls of Mansfield and was the ancient crowning place of Scottish Kings.  The Palace is famous for its beautiful architecture and its unique collection of ivories and porcelains.
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From Scone, we will continue our journey towards Inverness.  En-route a visit will be arranged to Edradour Distillery.  Edradour is the smallest distillery in Scotland, producing just 12 casks of whisky a week.  Guests will be taken on a tour of the distillery before being offered a dram of the malt.
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Following the visit to Edradour, we continue northwards towards Inverness.

Accommodation and dinner to be arranged in Inverness.

Day 5 – Elgin / Cawdor

This morning we journey into the Speyside region of Scotland.  Our destination will be the town of Elgin, where a visit will be arranged to the Cathedral.  Referred to as The Lantern of the North, the Cathedral is now an impressive ruin dates back to 1224.  The Cathedral fell into disuse following the Scottish Reformation.
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Lunch will be arranged in the Elgin area.  In the afternoon, a visit could be arranged to either Cawdor Castle or to Culloden Moor.

Cawdor Castle dates from the late 14th century and was built as a private fortress by the Thanes (Lords) of Cawdor. The ancient medieval tower was built around the legendary holly-tree.  The massive, severe exterior hides within an intimate interior that gives the place a surprisingly personal, friendly atmosphere. 
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Culloden is the site of the last battle that took place on British soil.  On the 16th April 1746, the forces of Bonnie Prince Charlie were defeated by the Hanovarian army, effectively ending the Jacobite uprising of 1745 who were trying to regain the Scottish Throne.  The state of the art visitor centre at Culloden which allows guests a better insight into the battle, including a panoramic theatre where visitors are literally in the midst of the battle.
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Accommodation and dinner to be arranged in Inverness.
Day 6 – Inverness / Stirling / Glasgow

Following a hearty breakfast, we will leave the hotel and journey southwards.  Our initial destination will be the town of Stirling.  Lying north of the Forth River and with clear view in all directions, Stirling Castle was a favoured residence of Scottish Kings and Queens as they had the security of being able to see approaching armies.
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If time allows, a visit could also be arranged to the Wallace Monument.

The Wallace Monument was constructed in 1869 to commemorate William Wallace, a fiercely proud Scottish warrior who led the Scots to victory against the English Army at Stirling Bridge in 1297.  The climb to the top of the monument is well worth the 246 step climb.  Within the monument are various displays, including what is said to be Wallace’s own sword – 700 years old and 1.6m long.  
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Following our time in Stirling, we will continue our journey towards Glasgow Airport.
